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MISSION STATEMENT

The Simon Keith Foundation is dedicated to providing financial support pri-
marily to youths who have undergone a life-saving organ transplant who de-
sire a return to an active and healthy lifestyle. In addition to helping people 
with their non-medical expenses, the Foundation strives to increase organ 

donor registration through public awareness campaigns.
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Thank you for your participation in the 5th Annual Simon Keith Foundation Golf Tournament. It is incredibly humbling 
and satisfying for us all that it has been just five short years, and we find ourselves here today having successfully raised 
and driven more than One Million Dollars directly into our mission!

The Simon Keith Foundation has two objectives. First and foremost, our goal is to support the kids. We have a tremen-
dous amount of respect and empathy for those courageous, inspiring and resilient kids who have the courage to continue 
to fight through everything that having a transplant entails. It is not an easy road, but I can assure you, any recipient that 
is fortunate enough to receive this lifesaving gift wouldn’t trade it for anything. 

Through your generous support, we have helped hundreds and hundreds of kids. From paying for gym memberships, to 
buying drum sets; from sending kids to overnight camps, to getting kids back and active in their sport or activity of their 
choice, the SKF plays an integral part in each recipient’s process. Our passion lies in helping these kids believe that they 
can be active and healthy again. The kids continue to be our driving inspiration.

Our second objective is to raise organ donor awareness. This includes increasing awareness, getting more people to talk 
and register as organ, eye and tissue donors and ultimately saving more lives. The advent of technology – like being able 
to register in the USA directly on the Apple iPhone Health App – has led to great strides and increases in both the US and 
Canada. In fact, did you know that the state of Nevada recovers and transplants more organs per capita than anywhere 
else in the USA and most likely the world? This is primarily the work of the Nevada Donor Network – the Nevada based 
organ procurement organization – of which I have the privilege of acting as their Chief Operating Officer. However, like 
any great accomplishment, it takes a multitude of people and organizations to achieve such results, and we like to think 
that the SKF has played a small part in that success.

Our support has come from three primary sources. The Engelstad Family Foundation has been the anchor of our orga-
nization. Their trust and vision of us has allowed the SKF to grow and flourish. They are true transformational philan-
thropists, and we are honored to be their partner. Our second source has been the support of my fellow Canadians. The 
support we receive from Canada (and primarily from my hometown of Victoria, British Columbia) is incredible. This group 
of generous, happy, polite, beer drinking, loyal friends from Canada have been influential in the growth of the SKF. And 
third, the support we receive from the USA, primarily Las Vegas and its communities, shows the world that there is no 
other city quite like ‘Vegas’. Inevitably, if you ask someone in Las Vegas to help your cause, the answer is a resounding 
‘Yes’. Las Vegas is an incredible community to call home.

To our sponsors, board members, supporters, friends and everyone involved in our organization, we remain deeply and 
sincerely thankful. Your support and trust of us is simply overwhelming. 

And most importantly, to our donors and donor families. All recipients – kids and otherwise – are so extremely grateful 
for a second chance at life that any temporary pain and anguish pales in comparison. The gift from our heroic donors and 
donor families is simply the greatest gift that one human being can bestow upon another. On behalf of all recipients I can 
say, we remain forever and eternally grateful.

The Simon Keith Foundation is committed to advancing its mission and serving those children and families in need. We 
remain humble in our cause, but also very ambitious as we look forward to the next five years.

Thank you!!

Simon 



the story of a book
and a kid named Chris

Chris’ first competitive soccer game after not 
playing for most of his life ‘due to his health 
concerns.’

All proceeds from Heart for the Game go directly to the SKF  
to support the kids.

Chris Rodriquez is 12. We first met Chris when he was 8 and he has been our inspiration ever since. Chris received a heart 
transplant at 18 months old and hasn’t looked back since. An active, smart, soccer loving kid, Chris captured our hearts and 
became our first of many, many kids we have supported.

In 2018. The Simon Keith Foundation sponsored every kid in the USA and CANADA who had a desire to attend their coun-
tries Transplant Games. A hugely impactful initiative, we are dedicated to continuing with this program for years to come.

I have never met an athlete who overcame Simon’s circumstances. To say  
the odds of playing soccer again were overwhelming doesn’t even begin to explain what he did.
— STEVEN NASH 2 Time NBA MVP and Basketball Hall of Fame inductee, 2018
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THE SIMON KEITH FOUNDATION SPONSORED ATHLETES

HELP SUPPORT MORE FAMILIES BY SUPPORTING 
OUR SPONSOR AN ATHLETE DRIVE 
WWW.THESIMONKEITHFOUNDATION.COM
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The Simon Keith Foundation is relentless in its advocating for better results in the organ donation systems in the US, Cana-
da and around the world.

ORGAN DONOR AWARENESS

With Canadian Primer Minister Justin Trudeau and Sean Keith

With NDN CEO Joe 
Ferreira and David 
Davies the Member 
of Parliament from 
Newport, Wales

Gordon Campbell 
– Canada’s High 

Commissioner to the 
United Kingdom
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Simon Keith is, literally,  
a walking miracle.
— FORBES MAGAZINE

OUR SPONSORS

THE ENGELSTAD FAMILY 
FOUNDATION has been a major 

benefactor in the creation of the Simon 

Keith Foundation. Kris Engelstad-

McGarry, Betty Engelstad, and families 

have shown great trust in us and we 

pledge to never let them down as we 

support families and raise awareness for 

organ, eye and tissue donation.

THE McADAMS FOUNDATION In 1985, when Simon was first stricken with cardio-

myopathy, Rob and Bette McAdams and the McAdams Foundation was there to support him. 

Since that day, Simon has been inspired by them and vowed one day to pay their support 

forward. The McAdams Foundation out of Victoria BC, quietly continues to support not only 

Simon, but many, many more kids and families. They are our guiding light as we strive to 

deliver to other families the support and love they showed ours in our time of need.

Please forgive us if we have accidentally omitted your logo.  We sincerely appreciate all of our sponsors.
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EVENTS

in the USA, Canada and around the world
ORGAN DONATION AND TRANSPLANTATION

Jonathan Edward Groves 
April 3, 1967 – July 7, 1986

Jonathan or, ‘Groves’ as he was known, was a gregarious, spirited, much-loved 
young 17-year-old in Newport, Wales when cruelly his life was cut short. 
Playing Football (soccer) at the local park with his mates, Groves collapsed from 
a brain aneurysm. Later that day, Jonathan’s family including father Roger made 
the courage decision to donate Jonathan’s organs. Simon’s life was saved.
To say that we are in deep gratitude to this family is an understatement. All 
donors and donor families are heroic in the choice to give life during, in many 
cases, a horrific tragedy. All recipients are eternally grateful.

Without the donor, there is no story. There is on hope and there is no 
life. Help us by registering your wishes today.

HELP US · Register to be an organ donor

OR visit nvdonor.org
OR scan here to  

register now

1. Open Health App
2. Tap Medical ID
3. Tap Sign Up with Donate Life

www.organtissuedonation.ca/en
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PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

HOW TO FIND US

www.thesimonkeithfoundation.com
www.simonkeith.com

@ TheSimonKeithFoundation

@ Simonkeith1

Branan Allison
Nicki Baker
Brent Bergquist
Andrew Golin
Christina Hernandez
Amber Insera
Lane Kay
Tim Keener
Adam Keith
Kelly Keith
Sam Keith  
Simon Keith
Debbie Klitsie
Ian Klitsie
Michael Mack
Kim McAdams
Debbie Polster
Kurt Polster
Alma Rodriguez
Greg Schenkel
Jeff Smith
Kelly Thomas
Tom Wagner
Dean White

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

@ skeith1234

@ simon-keith-89567340

Simon Keith and The Simon Keith Foundation 
have entered into an agreement to develop 
a movie – tentatively titled “The Simon Keith 
Project” – with Kennedy Marshall Entertainment 
and Mortal Media. Currently in script form, all 
movie ventures are interesting and complicated.

45%
Donor Awareness

37%
Family Support

18%
Administration

FINANCES

SNEAK PEEK

Above, left: Simon with Ian Klitsie. Ian continues to be instrumental in running the 
Canadian Division of The Simon Keith Foundation. Above, right: Darren McAdams and 
Kelly Keith. Below: “The Canadians” along with The SKF Director of Golf Tim Keener.

Frank Marshall

Blake Griffin Ryan Kalil 

Left: Legendary film producer and director who has produced 
such movies as Jurassic World, Sully, the Bourne movies, Back 
to the Future, and Indiana Jones just to name a few.

Stay Tuned!

*Unaudited finances, with 2018 estimates included.

15

The Sim
on Keith Foundation CO

M
M

U
N

ITY  REPO
RT

14

Th
e 

Si
m

on
 K

ei
th

 F
ou

nd
at

io
n 

CO
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
RE

PO
RT



OUR DEEPEST FEAR

Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is 
that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness 
that most frightens us...Your playing small does not serve the world. 
There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people 
won’t feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as children 
do...It’s not just in some of us; it’s in everyone. And as we let our own 
light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the 
same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automati-

cally liberates others.”

Marianne Williamson


